
The Blokart Grin

President’s Post
ABC’s Mission: To provide a friendly, well organised, and safe 
environment for all blokart activities

Track improvements at our Ardmore Airport venue are almost 
completed and just need some hot sunny days to compact the 
material. The finished product will enable us to sail in all wind 
directions and with lots of variation in courses. Many thanks to 
our fund providers, Whitehouse Tavern Trust who granted us 

$12,000 and NZ Community Trust with $20,000. Club funds have paid for the 
remainder. Thanks also to Russell Harray for doggedly pursuing contractors 
for quotes for more than a year and coordinating the successful contractor 
with the airport’s requirements, and the Ardmore Showdown in the middle of 
the work. Wasn’t it great sliding around the corners on the race night on 1st 
March? It brings back memories of our original track in Takanini.

ABC is very fortunate to have the use of Ardmore but our licence to occupy 
does require us to surrender some of our days for other users. While it is 
inconvenient, it is a price the committee has accepted in order to have use of 
the facility on all but a few of the 104 weekend days, 11 public holidays, and 20 
Thursday nights a year. Those blackout days are listed in the calendar on the 
website and new ones are added every month or so when we learn of them. 

We are also eager to assist Ardmore Airport and it’s tenants with some of their 
events by setting up displays and running blokart sailing for them. We are 
providing a blokart sailing experience in April for about 20 Australians who are 
attending a conference organised by the airport. This is a big event for ABC 
to manage but Rowena is managing the day for us. We do need assistance 
from ABC members though - if you have a spare blokart and are prepared to 
lend it from 8am to noon on Sunday 22nd April, please let our club secretary, 
Rowena, know urgently ( lennox_robertson@yahoo.com ). We will provide mast 
protectors and pay for any damage.

About 40 members and supporters enjoyed 3-5 days at Ninety Mile Beach 
again in mid February. The wind wasn’t as strong as it was in November, which 
was probably the best in the five years we have been going there, but it was 
enough for some terrific sailing. Well done David Helibron for winning the 
second running of the Dave “Orca” Bush Memorial Trophy for the long distance 
race.

The highlight of the weekend for me was in presenting the Russell Harray 
Trophy for Exceptional Service to Wayne Osborne. Wayne is first to volunteer 
for tasks and working bees and does so much for the club behind the scenes. 
He has helped design the timing trailer and then did all the carpentry inside; 
has towed the trailer from West Harbour to Ardmore and back sometimes 
twice a week; is the one who sets up and packs away the timing system and 
related gear every race day; is our safety officer; never misses a committee 
meeting; helps with race management; and mentors newcomers to the sport. 
The list goes on. Congratulations Wayne – the club is proud to honour your 
commitment.

Our open days on Sundays are proving very popular with about 15 beginners 
having a go in the club’s blokarts every Sunday. Welcome to all our new 
members.
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90 Mile Beach Trip – Feb 2012
Fine sunny weather with light winds for the 5 days at 90 Mile Beach.  35 
sailors made the trip this time with Duncan and Trish travelling from Rotorua 
and Theo coming through from Papamoa, representing the Kaimai club.

We had wind every day with a sea breeze coming through about lunch time, 
just in time for everyone to head a couple of kilometres along the beach to 
our race area. The racing was a bit more subdued than last time with speeds 
reaching high 40s low 50s at times but most sailed a 5.5 for the whole trip.

It was great to see Neil back in a blokart and enjoying the social side of our 
club once again after his accident.

The highlight once again was the Orca Memorial Trophy race where everyone 
sets off together for 3 laps of the course. This year each lap was set at 5 km 
because of the light wind. After 2 laps the top 10 sailors complete the final 
lap and race for the Orca trophy. The race started in about 5-6 knts giving 
the light weights a bit of an advantage but making everyone work hard to 
maintain momentum at times. David H lead away at the start followed by 
Russell and then the rest spread out in a line behind. The light weights slowly 
worked their way through the fleet with Rosie and Brian working up to 2nd 
and 3rd after the second lap. The 3rd lap was close, with Rosie closing in on 
David and getting side by side with about 1 km to go. David covered well and 
just held Rosie off over the finish line although another 500 metres probably 
would have seen the lead change. Barry and Jenny snuck through to follow 
Brian in. It was exciting close racing, even in the light wind, and there was 
much yelling and cheering from all the spectators.

The 90 Mile Beach trophy went to Rosie for her consistent sailing over the 
3 day programme. There were plenty of prizes given out on Saturday night, 
everyone dressed in “Kiwi Formal” wear.

What an almighty team ABC is. Of the 138 entered for racing at the blokart 
World Championships 2012 to be held at Ivanpah USA in mid April, 45 
are from New Zealand and 20 are from ABC. We wish all the New Zealand 
competitors, and especially those from ABC, a great experience and hope to 
see some more world champions in the club.Wherever your wind blows.

Graham



Thanks to the 90 Mile Beach Holiday Park for their continued support of this 
event, the  3 Rosies and John Sherlock for the work that goes in to making the 
social side a success, and all those who turned up to make this one the ABCs 
most successful trips on our calendar.

Next trip November 2012. Book it in now.

Russell

Results
Thursday:  1st Neil, 2nd Roger, 3rd David H

Friday:  1st Rosie, 2nd Rowena, 3rd Roger

Saturday:  1st Barry, 2nd Trevor, 3rd David H

90 MB Trophy for overall points: 1st Rosie, 2nd Barry, 3rd David H

Orca Memorial Trophy: 1st David H , 2nd Rosie  ,3rd Brian 

10 km race:  1st Trevor H, 2nd Graham, 3rd Ross 

Dead Fish Award: Rowena

Tall Tale: Brian

Best Dressed: Theo

Rosie Davies, Overall Trophy winner

Orca Memeorial trophy winners

Jenny presents Best Dressed Prize to Theo



Track Improvement Work
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Editor

d.miles@xtra.co.nz

Websites
Club:  www.abc.gen.nz 
Social Media:  facebook

Blokart: www.blokart.com 
Blokart Assoc. Inc:  

www.bai.co.nz

Please support 
our sponsors:

CALENDAR
April
6–7  North America Champs
6 Track Open Good Friday, Easter
9 Track Open Easter Monday

9–13  Blokart World Champs, 

Ivanpah, USA

22 Ardmore Corporate Event 

fundraiser
27 Summer Series Prize Giving
29 ABC Winter Series Starts

May
5–6  The Great 100 km race if 

postponed otherwise Ardmore 
Open Day

19–20  The Great 100 km race if 
postponed otherwise Ardmore 
Open Day

27 Winter Series

June
3 Ardmore Closed to ABC
2–4  Nth Island Champs - Ohakea
21 Mid-winter Christmas dinner
24 Winter Series

July 
22 ABC AGM Followed by Winter 

Series

August
4/5  NZ BAI AGM BBC race day at 

Blokart Heaven

November
 22– 25  90 Mile Beach club trip

Check the club website for any 
further dates past here.

Blokart World Championships 2012
Twenty two plus ABC members are about to head off to the Blokart Worlds 
being held at Ivanpah a dry lake bed in the Mojave Desert, California (near 
Nevada border), USA, not far from Las Vegas.

Those members are: Russell Harray, Barry Cole, Wayne Osborne, John 
Nicholson, Nick Murray, John Sherlock, Graham Ingall, Ross Vickers, Grant 
Crawshay, Peter Pablecheque, Ray Kelly, David Heilbron, Trevor Hookway, 
Sarah Tootill, Theo Vondervort, Haydn Ingall, Tony Frischer, Bruce and Jenny 
Hales, Allan Kearney, Trevor and Chris Pretty and supporters.

There are 155 entries spread over 8 classes.

To follow the Worlds, visit www.blokartworlds2012.org

Go hard team ABC!

Committee Roles
We thought it would be helpful for members to know more about the duties 
of the committee. It’s always pleasing to see club members pitching in to 
help. You don’t need to be on the committee to make a difference to your 
club. If you have particular expertise, or just want to assist your club in some 
way, please contact one of the committee members and share your thoughts 
and ideas.

Grant Crawshay is on the committee and is also NZBAI 
President, IBRA (International Blokart Racing Association) 
convener & Race & Event Timing Systems. He sees his 
role as keeping the playing field level so that members 
can race on equal and fair terms in NZ and with the rest 
of the world. That way we can attract overseas sailors 
to NZ events and club members can compete equally at 
international events – and rightfully claim to be up with the 
best in the World! Automated Race Timing allows us to get 
more accurate results and enable members to get on with 
what they enjoy – sailing – instead of manually recording 

and collating results. The systems also generates ongoing income for the 
club and facilitates local and international events (like the Worlds).

Track Hire Fees
A reminder that a track hire fee of $5 per day applies at Ardmore. Fees are 
payable at the club trailer, to a committte member or at Ray’s trailer.
An annual pass is available at a special rate for heavy users. The track hire 
fee does not cover race fees for special events.

Stay Informed
Twitter
Follow us on Twitter @AKLblokart for the latest updates.

Mailing List
Subscribing to the notification service by email: 

Step 1. Send an email to jiggle-join@ssn.co.nz (it does not matter what the 
subject line or message says)

Step 2. Reply to the join confirmation email that you will be sent after step 1. 

Un-Subscribing: 
Step 1. Send an email to jiggle-request@ssn.co.nz with “unsubscribe” as the 
subject AND the message. 

Facebook
Visit our facebook page were you will find the friendly banter from our 
members.


