
The Blokart Grin

President’s Post
ABC’s Mission: To provide a friendly, well organised, and safe 
environment for all blokart activities
What a blast the past few months have been with the Auckland 
Championships, South Island Open, the pre-Christmas twilight 
series, some fun sailing nights at the Royal Akarana Yacht Club, 
the hilarious Ninety Mile Beach extended weekend, and the club 
picnic day. 

There is no racing until the post-Christmas twilight series starts on 17th 
January. ABC has the use of Ardmore on Thursday nights as well as Saturdays 
and Sundays. We have not rostered committee members to open the track 
from 22nd December to 6th January but if the wind is up and one of the 
committee is around Auckland and is prepared to open, they will post an email 
to members and a message on Facebook.
Our tenth Ninety Mile Beach trip was another roaring success with great 
sailing, plenty to eat and drink, and a hilarious group of members and visitors. 
The infamy of this event has spread far and wide with blokart sailors from 
Nelson, Wellington, Papamoa, and Melbourne joining us in November and 
really enjoying it. The next Ninety Mile Beach trip is from 7th to 10th March 
2013 and we already have visitors from USA and Europe coming over 
especially for it. Book your time off work soon. Thanks very much to Russell for 
organising the accommodation, food, and events for the tenth time. 
The club has just completed four Tuesday night fun sailing events in 
conjunction with Royal Akarana Yacht Club in the carpark of their club rooms 
at Okahu Bay. The intention was to attract visitors and members to both 
clubs and the concept proved successful. From a slow start on the first night, 
visitor numbers kept increasing due to the high traffic count on Tamaki Drive 
in the evenings and publicity within RAYC. Some very keen sailors have been 
attracted to our sport and club. Thanks very much to Ross Vickers and RAYC 
for instigating this innovative idea. We hope to repeat the RAYC events in the 
new year.
Our events calendar for 2013 is on the web site www.abc.gen.nz . We have a 
full schedule of social, casual sailing, and racing events throughout the year. 
The committee has decided to apply to NZ Blokart Association to hold the 
2013 NZ Open at Ardmore from Thursday 10th to Sunday 13th October, and 
the airport has agreed those dates with us. Lock it in your calendars.
Following the successful world championships in April this year at Ivanpah, 
USA, it has been announced that the 2014 world championships will be closer 
to home at Lake Walyungup about 30km south of Perth. Let’s see if ABC can 
be represented by more than the 22 who competed in the USA.
The club’s strategic plan focuses the committee’s direction on:
• providing effective and positive management of the ABC 
• providing effective financial management of the club and resources 
• growing membership
• providing members with facilities for safe blokart sailing 
• running a variety of events that suit all club members 
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Bunnings Warehouse Auckland Champs
By Russell Harray

Lots of wind and plenty of drama as we hosted the Auckland Champs at 
Ardmore Airport. 
With only 3 divisions we got through plenty of races, finishing 9 in each 
division on the Saturday and 6 more on the Sunday to give plenty of chance 
for everyone to make their mark on the race track. Mostly we used 4 metre 
sails and after a wind change, a true windward/leeward course. Some went to 
5.5s to gain an advantage downwind but this was often lost tacking back up 
the runway.

• gaining sponsorship/funding for events and facilities
• building resources necessary to run an effective club 
• effectively communicating with club members
Please let me know how we are doing in following these guidelines. It will 
be very useful for the committee to know from members where we should 
focus more, and what things we should be doing that we’re not, and what 
we should maybe do a little less of. Feedback is a gift and you won’t be shot 
down for your comments.
A very warm welcome to our new members. We hope you enjoy using your 
blokart at the club’s facilities and that you join in the many racing and social 
activities we hold throughout the year.
Wherever your wind blows.
Graham



C division winners

Results:
C division
1st Roger
2nd Vince
3rd Rowena

Light weight division (under 
85 kg)
1st Barry
2nd David
3rd Dom

Heavy weight division (85+kg)
1st Russell
2nd Wayne
3rd Nicko

We used the full 800 metres of runway plus the newly sealed cross tracks to 
keep everyone honest with some slippery corners to contend with.
The C division came down to weight with Roger taking most of the wins as 
the breeze stayed up. The light weight sailors were hoping for a wind drop 
but it didn’t happen so Roger took out 13 of the 15 races.
The light weight division started with Barry, David and Dom (back from a 
break away from racing) sharing the top placings. Graeme Bertram also was 
up the front of the bunch with some consistent sailing.
Sunday was key for this division with everyone having a couple of bad races 
which they needed to drop. David had another bad race so that he was on 
the back foot, Dom had dropped back a bit and Barry had taken the lead 
overall before a couple of “average” races dwindled his points differential 
back to a couple. The last race counted with David taking the win and Barry 
having a 6th which he then dropped to win by 1 point overall. A close finish!
The heavy weight division became a 3 horse race between Wayne, Nicko 
and myself. At the end of the Sunday racing it was my more consistent 
performance that got me through ahead of Wayne and then Nicko. Some 
very close racing in this division with plenty of wind fluctuations to keep 
everyone on their toes.
The weekend finished with the Top 10 shootout between the top place 
getters of each division. An exciting race with quite a few changes to the 
lead and the top positions and this concept should be a feature of future 
events.
Prize giving was held immediately after 
the last race with plenty of sponsor’s 
giveaways to keep everyone happy 
plus the trophies were presented. 
Who hasn’t got a Bunnings hat? See 
Graham.
Dom took out the youth prize for those 
who are still at school.
Thanks to Bunnings Warehouse and 
Graham and Trish who hosted the 
Saturday night barbeque.

Top 10 Shootout 
1st Russell 
2nd David
3rd Nicko

Light weight winners 



South Island Champs
By Russell Harray
For the first time the South Island Champs were held at Nelson on the newly 
developed blokart track. While the work here is on-going, it was quite tricky 
sailing, dodging the soft patches of metal and sliding around the corners 
when the wind came up. I’m not sure how we would have coped with lots of 
wind as making the sharp corners at speed with a metal surface could have 
been “challenging”.
8 sailors and 3 supporters headed down from the ABC with Bruce leaving 
the Monday before the event towing the trailer with all the gear stowed away.
Most arrived Thursday afternoon with Graham and Trish making the early 
morning flight on Friday. It took a bit of work to get all the karts ready, 
assembling them from their travel bags and in the end we didn’t need all the 
extra gear we lugged down there. The wind stayed light so we only used 5.5 
metre sails and there was limited tyre wear due to the slippery track.
Friday started with a light breeze which built throughout the day and then 
dropped out suddenly about 4 pm. With the ABC timing system not working 
due to technical problems it was all hands on deck to run a manual system. 
It worked out well and we were getting through races very quickly although 
we were very busy. Just as well we didn’t need sail changes. There were 4 
divisions with the heavyweight performance racing in two heats due to high 
numbers.

Theo V. (winner heavy weights) leads Bruce Hales



Grant took an early lead in the performance light weights 
and wasn’t headed throughout the competition. Barry 
made a late run on the Saturday to come through and 
take 2nd while Graham lost a countback for 3rd to Debs.
The heavy weight performance went down to the wire, 
with Theo and I close throughout and Theo taking the 
last race to win the event. Wayne had some good races 
on Saturday to nail 3rd place. We sailed until 6 pm 
Saturday (who wrote the NoR???) and then raced away 
to get ready for the Saturday night party and prize giving 
while also putting the results sheet together. Manual 
scoring is fine until results need to be collated.
The Nelson Club were excellent hosts of their first big 
event, everything fell into place well with some excellent 
publicity, a giant raffle and plenty of good food at the 
social events.
The track provides a different sailing experience for those 
used to hard surfaces and was reminiscent of the old 
Bruce Pulman Park days on the loose metal “around the 
mountain” track and the rally track.
Sunday was set for a long beach race at Rabbit Island 
but with over cast conditions and not much wind this 
was canned after brunch at the Beach. We packed the 
trailer and called the girls with the van off shopping back 
to pick us up. Bruce and Jenny headed away for some 
family time, Grant and Lu were off for some sightseeing, 
and the rest of us headed to a Nelson café for lunch and 
then a leisurely tour of the town before we headed back 
to the airport.
Everyone enjoyed the trip, we met plenty of new blokart 
friends from Nelson and sailed a new track. Most 
enjoyable and hopefully Nelson will get the opportunity to host this event 
again.
We will be back.

Barry Cole

Bruce Hales – a wide rounding 
meant getting stuck on the dirt bank



90 Mile Beach -  the Best Ever?
By Russell Harray
No, they are always good as it doesn’t really matter about the wind, it’s the 
people who make the difference.
This time we had Brenton and Lou over from Australia for their 2nd visit in 2 
months and to experience the attractions from up north. And it turned out as 
expected with their time divided equally between sailing blokarts, fishing and 
socialising with everyone at the 90 MB Campground.
Also visiting for the first time were Barry and Angela from Wellington and 
Corri and Wilhem from Nelson who took about 10 days on their trip up and 
then a leisurely week trip back to the South Island. And it was worth it for 
them with Corri taking out the Friday competition with her light wind sailing 
and then the pair took out the best dressed competition on Saturday night.

Theo and Pam made the trip from Papamoa and 
brought along Maddy for her first visit. And it turned 
out to be an eventful trip for them with Pam being 
a joint winner of the Tall Tale contest, Theo and 
Maddy taking the relay race and then Theo won the 
Orca memorial Trophy on the Saturday in perfect 
sailing conditions.
We ended up with a bit of everything from a wind 
point of view. We started Thursday at Ramp Rd 
on Tokerau Beach with the wind from the SE. This 
meant some on the wind sailing and then very broad 
downwind angles to get down the beach. A good 
way to start the long weekend with about 15 making 
it to the start line. Jan sailed well to take out the day.
Friday, the call was made to head for the North end 
of the beach to get a better angle. All these years 
and Orca said we had to go to Ramp Rd while the 
area up north is probably as good parking and wider 
to sail on. He was having us on!

Light winds to start but we got in 5-6 races of different sorts and then we 
called for casual sailing. 10 minutes later the wind piped in at about 10-12 
knots for some glorious beach sailing. We headed back to camp about 1 pm 
to find a nice SW breeze blowing so 10 of us headed down the beach for 
another 90 minutes of sailing on smooth hard sand and lots of wind. This is 
the first time we have sailed east and west coast on the same day. Of course 
some tried to sail back to camp, the wind died and the tow lines came 
out. The fisherman had done a good job so plenty of fresh snapper on the 
barbeque that night. Another  fantastic ABC barbeque with great food and 
great company.
Saturday had a SW forecast and so about 11 am 30+ blokarters headed 
north of the ramp about 5 -6 km for one of the best days of beach sailing we 
have had. 4 metre sails, some with 3s and lots of room. We ran some short 
reverse grid races, self handicap races, the relay and finished with the Orca 
Memorial trophy race. It ended up slightly biased towards the heavier sailors 
as the breeze was up to 15+ knots at times and the speeds close to 70 km/
hr. There were three different leaders over the first 2 laps but after that Theo 
slowly pulled away in the Guru kart. A foray into the water on the last lap 
didn’t allow Wayne to come through to take the lead. A really good race with 
the top 10 sailing the extra lap to decide the final places.
Saturday night was the normal fun affair, lots of laughter, good food and 
drink, lots of prizes and all the winners were announced and celebrated.
Len took out the overall 90 Mile Beach Trophy with some consistent sailing 
over the weekend.
Another 90 MB extravaganza!
Next event is 7 – 10 March, with some already making their bookings.

Theo and Maddy - winners of the relay

Wilhem and Corri from Nelson 
- winners of best dressed competition



Port and Starboard….. 
by Ross Vickers
With the next world championships to be held in Perth, Western Australia, in 
2014 we will be reverting back to the Port and Starboard give way rule (Rule 
E.4) which says:
E.4 When blokarts are on opposite tacks, a port tack blokart shall keep 
clear of a starboard tack blokart. A blokart is on a port tack when the wind 
is coming from the port (left) side and/or the sail is on the starboard (right) 
side of the blokart. Similarly, a blokart is on a starboard tack when the wind 
is coming from the starboard (right) side and/or the sail is on the port (left) 
side of the blokart. 
So what does this mean?
Upwind it is EXACTLY THE SAME as the right hand rule. The change is 
downwind, where crossing tacks you give way to the left.
Confused?
Its easy, the side the sail is full on is the key. If the wind is coming from your 
right (the starboard side) then you have right of way.
So how can I tell easily?
You are on Starboard if
• If you let my sail    out and it goes to the left (port) or,
• When you am looking forward the wind is blowing on your right ear or 

right side of your face
• If you turn to the right to tack
• If you turn to the left to gybe

Len wins 90MB Trophy

Tall Tail winners Pam and Allison

Barry Gartner and 
friend



Club Contacts
president@abc.gen.nz
secretary@abc.gen.nz

 
Editor

d.miles@xtra.co.nz

Websites
Club:  www.abc.gen.nz 
Social Media:  facebook

Blokart: www.blokart.com 
Blokart Assoc. Inc.:  

www.bai.co.nz

Please support 
our sponsors:

CALENDAR
December
16  Christmas Picnic

2013 
January
17 Thursday night twilight series
24 Thursday night twilight series
28 Auckland Anniversary Day

February
2/3 NZ Masters Ohakea (entries 

close 25 January)
6 Waitangi Day
7 Thursday night twilight
14 Thursday night twilight 
21 Thursday night twilight 
28 Thursday night twilight

March
7/8/9/10 90 Mile Beach club trip
23/24 The Great 100 km race
29/30/31 Easter Weekend

April
1 Easter Monday
6/7 The Great 100 km race
7 Daylight saving finishes
12 Summer series prize giving
25 Anzac Day
29 Winter Series

May
4/5 The Great 100 km race
26 Winter Series

June
1/2/3 Nth Island Champs, Ohakea

Check the club web site for any
further dates past here.

Tuesday Night Rum Racing 
by David Helbron & Peter Pablecheque
Ross Vickers in conjunction with Suellen arranged a series of blokart races in 
the RAYC carpark in Okahu Bay. It was the Twilight Rum Race Series with a 
$10 entry per night and a spot prize drawn for the bottle of rum after racing 
was completed. A good attendance was achieved and some new members 
were attracted. The racing is all good fun and different by being confined to a 
small carpark. Everybody who attended agreed that it is very different to our 
standard racing but very good fun. After racing we could purchase food and 
drink from the RAYC bar and enjoyed good social times in a magic setting 
overlooking the Waitemata harbour. When further racing is organised and 
announced in the new year I encourage you all to come down to Okahu Bay 
and try out the car park short course informal social racing. We even had 
one guy turn up and sail in shirt, tie, dress longs and leather shoes who will 
remain unnamed, eh Trevor Hookway. Was still very fast in Wayne O’s cart.
We have also built up a very good relationship with RAYC staff and a number 
of the club members have tried blokarting, resulting in at least 1 new club 
member for ABC. 
Both parties are very interested in continuing the event next year, so look out 
for next year’s Twilight programme and come along and have some great fun 
and a few laughs afterwards.

In the News
One of our up and coming junior sailors, Ryan Tennent was one of 12 
winners of the Emirates Team NZ Buddies competition. He has been in the 
NZ Herald and on television attending the launch of the AC 72 craft and, 
more recently, watching the crew training on the outer harbour.

New Members
A very warm welcome to our new members. We hope you enjoy using your 
blokart at the club’s facilities and that you join in the many racing and social 
activities we hold throughout the year.
Wherever your wind blows.     

Safety at Ardmore
ABC is very privileged to have access to the Ardmore Airport facility, but we 
must all be cognisant that it is a busy operational airport and there are some 
strict safety requirements we must meet:
• The facility is only available when a committee member is present. They are 

responsible for safety and security of the airport’s and ABC’s property.
• The rostered committee member notifies the tower of his/her cellphone 

number whenever we are using the facility.
• Nobody is to sail, walk, or drive beyond the row of cones that mark the 

eastern end of our track.
• The runway we use is sometimes used for emergency landings, and the 

grass adjacent to it is an operational runway that can be used even when 
not an emergency. Both areas are “no-go”.

• If either runway is required for an emergency landing, the airport will sound 
an air-raid siren. When you hear it, please sail onto the grass beside Airfield 
Road, tip your blokart over, and sit on the sail until clearance is given.

Emergency landings do happen and there was one during a club day in early 
November.


